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27 September 1957

America and the Foreizn Intellectual

The competition for power and influence between the United States and
the Soviet Union takes place at wany different levels and in many different
theaters, but in the last analysis the thing for which we are really competing
is understanding and support on the part of the increasing group of intelligent
and literate people, not yet fully committed %o ons side or the other, who
lead opinion and pelitical activity in large parts of the world., Although
these people may be intelligent and literate, the great majority of thea are
not forrally educated In the sense commonly understood in the Test. Very few
of them have the equivalent of a Testern university education, and this lack
of formal training has led many of these people to seex further knowledge
haphasardly or in locally or:anized schools whose sponsorship and standards
“8y he quesiionable.

Although the U5 has gone to considerable effort to describe its way of
1ife to interested persons in other countries, there is no simple yet compre-
hensive statement of tle well-meaning, liberal, and pragmatic approach of the
%est to the solution of world proulema. The uncoumitted intellectuals of the
world do not need additional apologetics for capitalism or nore detailed
descriptions of the standard of living in the US, but they do need to under-
stand the basic principles of Yestern 1ife which govern our conduct and which
in turn sake it possible for the Yest to live successfully and profitably under
a capitalistic and dewocratic systesn as well as under the various Torms of
wodified sociallis= now in teing in several advanced ¥estern countries., Juch a
cocument is needed in inglish because English has become in many places the
lingua~franca of the Intellectual., Heyond that, however, it is ilmportant that
such a document be available in all of the isportant vernaculars as well. No
-atter who many peorle there may be in a country capable of reading Fngzlish,
there are bound to be many more intelligent, asbitious and energetic people who
can read only their mative language. (n mary countries the asere learning of
anplish wight indicate an already existing pro-festern bias, or at the other
extreme mizht tend to discredit the views of an English speairing person among
the nmajority who do not speak inglish. Ve in the Lnited States I'requently fail
Lo realise the extent to which the lanzuage barrier prevents intellectual
develapment in other countries,

The need for a discussion of the fundamentals underlying the %estern
approach to 1ife mi:ht best be met by a book devoted to a discussien ef sclentific
method. Luch a book would need to be prepared in simple language with readily
understandable exasples., At the same time it should cover all of the major
aspects of sclentific sethod in the West., For exanple, it should discuss the
virtvee and difficulties of inductive and deductive reasoning, 1t should descrive
the need for and problems encountered in preparing controlled experimenis to
verify the results of scientific reasoning. +4nd it ahould explain some of the
hasic principles of statistics, together with some of ihe errors which a misuec
of statistics can create.

In the minds of many people "sclence” and %estern clvilization are
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synonynous. 1his is even true of those people who do nol inow what science
is, 1t is true of a tremendous number of people who want to receive the
benefits that %estern civilization has broeught to human welfare. ilany people
want scientific training without really knowing what it is, and the Comwunists
have exploitecd this yearning for science by claiming that communisnm is
Pacientific® and that it is the one true way to achleve the benefits that
science can produce,

This Communist tactic is particularly effective because science is
widely regarded as being "objlective®. To pursue scisnce does not indicate
a bias and to follow a "scientific" course of action cannot, therefore, have
evil motives, "Sclence," to most veople, cannot have a propazanda conitent.

The Communist tactic is strengthened Ly the naive or hiased scientisis
wno follow scientific sethod in the laboratory wut abandon it when judging
political issues. iepitimate sclentists who support Communist politicsl
activities confuse and nmislead tiw layman who wishes to do the proper
Tscientific® thing.

#hat we need to do te correct this prostitution of science is to explain
tne baslec philosorhy and thought processes invelved in science. e don't want
to teach forazulae, but we do want to teach the vigorous intellectual effort
that leads to the development of formulae. 4 person trained in scientific
wethod should be able to tell when a given lins of reasoning is logical or not
even 1f dHarlow chapely can*t. .n other words, we should be trying to teach the
things that are comson to physics, physiology, and politiecal science — not the
individual sciences thenmsslves.

There is another advantage in selling sclemtific wethod. The US, being
poli=lithic rather than mono-lithic, could probably never produce & Tormal
statement of Its political and econculc doctrines that would pass Congress
and not sound like pap to the very persons that it should attract. By teaching
the thought processes that lie behind our system, however, we might make it
possible for more people to understand us and the zood things about us as well
as the bad things about Communism,

A book on sclentific method would have tiree major virtues in the
cospetition fer the uncomaitted intellectual: (1) it would create a favorable
picture of the objectivity of the Yest in its attitude toward world problems;
(2} it would train the intellectual to discover for himself the fallacies in
the pseudo-science of Comsunismi (3) it would provide an opportunity for subtle
anti-Comrunist propagands although yreat care should be taken to prevent the
docunent from appearing to be an overtly anti-Comsunist propazanda effort.
There follows an example — overly crude — oub typical of the way in which the
book could be used., in & discussion of logic the book nizht present an exasple
of a false syllosism such ast (a) all Comsunists are bady (b) ur. X is a
Comrunists (¢) therefore, ‘r. 4 is bad. The explamation =zight then point out
that thie is obviously a false syllorism because the premise is incorrect, ithat
although many Comsunists are bad there are alse many well-meaning and inteiligent
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reople azong Communists who are Comsunists only because they are
»isguided, and that merely because iir. X is a Comwunist does not
necessarily mean that he is bad. 7This exasmple would appear to upheld
the objectivity of the book, yet cast doubt on the motives or sagacity
of Communists,

There are probably several people in the US who could write an
effactive book on scientific method with the objectives cutlined above.
They would undoubtedly be able to contribute many wore ideas on subject
and presentation than the author of this paper can. It would appear
logical to discuss this project with 3 number of intelligent and informed
consultants, such as wax “illikan of (Lnis, If it appsars feasible alter
such discussion a formal projiect could be developed for submission to the
Projects Heview Lommittee.
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